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on many was to create a disbelief in all venerated things and a predisposition to violent novelties. 'Hie strong underground current of autinomianism in religion and politics was fed as much by a melancholy satiety with the old things as by a fierce partiality for the new.

But, deeper still, lay the private concern of men with their souls and the world beyond the grave. Everywhere there was an awakening of conscience and a quickened sense of sin. This mood had indeed been widespread ever since the dawn of Christianity, but under the old church with its discipline and sacraments men had been corporately assisted to make their peace with the Almighty. Now each was left to fight out the battle alone in his soul, and no help could be looked for from Mr Two-Tongues, the parson of the parish. There might be disputes about terrestrial sovereignty,, but there could be none about the awful sovereignty of God. lie demanded perfect purity and exact obedience, and every human deed and thought was impure and rebellious. Grace alone could give salvation, grace through the mediation of Christ,1 and the dogmas of theology suddenly became terribly alive, for on them hung the issues of life and death. There was an Enchanted Land, as in the Pilgrim's Progress,, where the soul could be drugged into apathy, and all distinctions blurred; but that way lay damnation, and the only hope was to fight out the battle. The conscience had become morbidly sensitive, and the brain crazily subtle, and many went through months and years of mental agony. Those who emerged triumphant knew themselves as the children of the promise; God and Christ, in Bunyan's words, were continually before their face ; their mood was one of absolute submission and passionate devotion; they marched steadfastly through the world, having passed beyond temporal fears. Such men might be apathetic

1 Tho doctrine of tho imputed jightoousnosH of Christ waa iutorprotod accord-ing to the nature of tho individual: to many it was a legal bargain which relieved them from the fear of Holl and tho consequences of Bin, but to thoso of a higher spiritual development it was a redemption from sin itsolf and tho making possible of a Christ-like life. Ralph Cud worth protested against tho materialism of tho merely legal concoption in his famous sermon before tho House of Commons preached on March 31, 1040.